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West Bengal State University 

B.A./B.Sc./B.Com. ( Honours, Major, General ) Examinations, 2012

PART-I 

PHILOSOPHY -General 

Paper - I

Duration : 3 Hours ) [ Full Marks : 100 

1. 

Candidates ar'e required to give their answers in their own words as far as practicable. 

The f'igures in the margin indicate full marks. 
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Group-A 

Answer Que�tion Nos. 1 & 2 which are compulsory and two from the rest 

within 300 words each 

Answer any five questions within two sentences each: 

a) Why does Carvaka known as nastika ?

b) What is Yadricchavada?

5 X 2 = }0 
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c) What are the different kinds of Anubhavas according to Nyaya? State their

names.

d) What is meant' by 'Avyapadeshya'?

e) State two differences between Samyoga and Samavaya.

f) Who are the respective authors of Nyaya Sutras and Vaisesika Sutras?

g) Explain the. difference 1:;>etween Atyantabhava and Anyonyabhava with two

suitable examples.

h) What is 'Advaitavada' ?

i) Determine the meaning of the term 'Mithya' after Advaitians in a sentence.

j) Mention the names of the two powers of Maya.
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2. Write notes on any two of the followings within 100 words each: 2 X 5 = }Q 

a) Differences between Determinate

( Nirvikalpaka ) perceptions.

Savikalpaka ) and Indeterminate 

b) Vais'esika category of Visesa.

c) Different kinds of Jatibadhakas.

d) Relation between Jiva and Brahman according to Sa.mkara .

3. Explain Carvaka 'Dehatmavada'. Is this view acceptable ? Give reason for your

answer. 10 +·5

4. Explain the definition of perception (Pratyak$a) according to Nyaya. Discuss six types

of Laukika sannikar$a admitted by Naiyayikas. 10 + 5 · 

�, 
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5. Critically explain the category of Samavaya as accepted by the Vais'esika

philosophers. How is Samavaya known? 10 + 5 

6. What, according to Advaita Vedanta is the nature of Brahman? Distinguish between

7. 

Soguna Brahman and Nirguna Brahman.

Group-B 

Answer Question Nos. 7 & 8 which are compulsory and two from the rest 

within 300 words each. 

Answer any five questions with two sentences each. 

a) What does expression 'Tabula Rasa' mean ? Who has used this term ?

b) What is matter according to Berkeley?

c) What is moderate empiricism?

15 

5 X 2 = 10 
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d) Why is Locke's theory of realism called 'Representative Realism'?

e) Who holds the view that A is the cause of B means that B regularly follows A ?

What arc the main tenets of mind-body interactionism? 

g) What arc the basic tenets of rationalism ? 

h) Give two examples of synthetic a priori proposition.

i) i) "All ideas are innate." - Who says this? 

ii) Who denied the existence of innate Ideas ?

j) Substance = Nature = God - Whose view is this?



8. 

9. 
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Answer any two questions with 100 words each : 

a) Explain parallelism briefly in respect to body-mind.

b) Explain Berkeley's Subjective Idealism briefly.

c) Explain Naive Realism.

d) Explain Kant's critical theory of knowledge.

Explain rationalist view of substance and examine. 
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2 X 5 = 10 

15 

10. Discuss interactionism regarding mind-body relation. Is this theory acceptable ?

Explain. 15
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11. "There is a necessary connection between cause and effect." How does Hume refute

this view ? Why is Hume's theory of causality called the Constant Conjunction

theory? 7 + 8

12. Critically explain Idealism as the theory of knowledge. Distinguish it from Realism.

10 + 5 
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