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West Bengal State University 

B.A./B.Sc./B.Com. ( Honours, Major, General) Examinations, 2011

PART- III 

PHILOSOPHY - GENERAL

Paper- IV 

Duration : 3 Hours ] [ Full Marks : 100 

1. 

The figures in the margin indicate full marks. 

� ')Cf���M ,�· �I 

Answer any one Part from Group A and any one Part from Group B.

�st-� C�� �� �,s �<f� �TS'£-� C�<J) �� �,s� ��I 

Group-A 

��-� 

Part - I 

�� - I 
Bhagavadgita 

� � <1�'5ft '>:) t 
Answer Question Nos. 1, 6 and any two from the rest. 

� if� �' � if� 2P!1 l!l<r� �ff 2P!!�M C�'-1S C<T (.<f)R � � � Wf I 

Answer any two in brief : 

a) What is meant by Svadharma?

b) What is Brahmisthiti?

c) What is meant by samatva-buddhi ?

2 X 5 = 10 

d) Explain the means as well as the importance of jnana as depicted in Fourth

chapter of Bhagavadgita.

���� ��·?f m ( C<T c-�� � > 

<IS) �� � f<ls- C<ll<frn ? 

�) �� <lSfC<fS <l1F1 ? 

'it) �-� �cfc-5 f<ls C<11<llnT ? 

-�------·,.� 
/ 

�) '5��� � � ffi �� -@-9fffi � �� �� � I 
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2. Explain the distinguishing marks of Sthitaprajna. How such a state can be obtained ?
Discuss. 15

�����<fl�� I � \!l� � � <l5m � \51 �� ��o,I

3. Distinguish among karma, akarma and Vikarma. Elucidate in this context the notion

4. 

of Ni$kcima Karma. 15

�. � '8 M4Sc.('$1 9f1� <fl� � I \!l� 2PfC51 mN 4>� ��� � � I

Explain with reference to the context the justifiability of the 
mentioned in the Bhagavadgita. 

��� ':Sl�\!iF!M�'51 C�M>4>\!>1 � �� <fl� � I

notion of auatara as
15

5. What is meant by yajna ? Explain the significance of different types of yajfi.a as 

6. 

]. 

mentioned by Sri Kr$T).a. 15

Write notes on any one

a) Origination of anger and its consequences in human mind

b) Necessity of controlling the sense organs

c) Marks of a pundit.

���(��di�) 

<35) � � � "@'.9Mf '8 w 9®!i!N

Part - II 

�,e - II 
Isopani�ad 

�� 

Answer Question Nos. 1, 6 and any two from the rest. 

� .« �. � ;:i-� � \!l<f� � ��� �������I 

Answer any two in brief : 

a) What is the meaning of the term 'Upani�ad' ? What is meant by 'Isa' ?

b) Who are the persons to attain asuryaloka and why ?

c) Who is 'Pu�a.Q.a' ? What does the sage of Isopani�ad pray to him ?

d) "Tena tyaktena bhufijitha" - What is the significance of this mantra ?

10 

2 X 5 = 10 

~) ~ ~~~ '511<1"1l<!>GI 

~) 900~ ~~ I 
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<1>) ·�9fm�·' <TS�� �r( � ? ·�· xr-4� �1 f<ls �� ? 
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2. Describe the notion of Brahman according to Isopani�ad. How does a person who
knows Brahman behave ? 15

��9ff� � �Rf91 �� <15""�.:f I � <i"Tfu; �9f '5Tf6"�rq �� ?

3. Explain the significance of the words Vidya and Avidya. How does Isopani�ad explain:
the necessity of reconciliation of both the paths to achieve immortality ? 15

� '6 '51�1ii!Rf �TE?.9f<f <fll� �� I '51� �� � � � '>ll�� �� C� � - �

�� l��9f �� °<l>:41 � ?

4. What kind of relation between Brahman and the creation (Jiva and Jagat) is revealed
to us by the mantras of Isopanil?ad ? 15

�lXl'l9fm<lf� ��� � -:a � <�� -e ��e.> -m� � �<J)� � <f)Qfl �� � � �, 

\51���.,, 

5. Narrate, according to Isopani�ad, the prayers of a worshipper (Upasaka) to the

6. 

universal spirit at the time of death. 15

Write a note on any one : 

a) Vyakrta and avyakrta upasana

b) Kratu and krta

c) · The notion of rebirth in Isopani�ad_

10 

~ ) ~1~ ~ 2fl~ ~ ~<f~ ~ ? 

,;i) 'Tl"~ C<!S ? ~c;xfl9fF!~Of~ ~~ ~ <1'>1~ ~ 2ft(.n ~~ ? 

'4) ··~ ~ ~~Qfl" - ~~ ~ GTe.~ RS ? 

~<151 ~~ ( ~ ~T~ l!Jqo$ ) 

~) <ITTf'5 ',$ '5l<lll<f\b '@"~ 

~) ~ ',$ ~ 

~) ~V'll~ ~~ lffifc.rt I 
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1. 

Part - Ill 

�,s - III 
Kathopani�ad 

�� 
Answer Question Nos. 1, 6 and any two from the rest. 

� �� 21'!1, ..i, -:r� 21'!1 ��� � ��� c� � C<:l5R � � � fvt�, 

Answer any two in brief 
a) Distinguish between the wise and the unwise.
b) Explain the different stages in the realisation of Brahman.
c) Distinguish between sreya and preya.

2 X 5 == 10 

d) "Objects of sense organs arc superior to sense organs and manas is superior to

the objects of sense organs." Explain the significance of this statement of 
Kathopani�ad.

")f�plfi� �Wr{ ( ���) 

�) � '8 -�T� � 9ft(<rsf �� I 

�) ��� � � "111� � I 

'>f> � '6 cmr-� �� 9flcf<lsr �� 1

'(J"} �MHP11� '\!lR9M'l � � ��� '51"� '5Tt9f'll>l � � - �9fl� �� (li&C<lBI 

Gle. 9fef f<is ? 

2. Do you think that the first three boons granted to Nachiketa by Yam.a have any

philosophical implication ? Is there any special significance of the particular order in

3. 

which the boons are mentioned ? Discuss. 

� ;n5t<P"'GfC4l � � � �� � q5c��ca,� Gnl f<rs � �r"fHq5 �e.9("( � � � � ?

��lc'f � � ��� �� �� f<rs � � �e.9{<[ � ? �-,T � I

Explain the causes of rebirth as stated in the Kathopani�ad. 

<fl�1� '5FplTC<f 9i�'6WfJ?f �q <fll� � I 

15

15

4. State the mantra of Ka\:hopani�ad and explain it where Brahman is compared with
Jagat. 15 
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5. Describe the nature of Hirar;.yagarbha following Kathopani�ad. Which entities are

6. 

1. 

considered to be' superior to HirarJ.yagarbha? 15 

Write a note on any one : 
a) Nature and distinction between Jiviitma and Paramatma

b) Distinction between Vidya and Avidyii

c) Agnividya.

� �� ( c-q C<f>"R �� ) 

<JS) w<11� '8 91� �91 '{3 9/lffi 

�) �tfTI '8 �<f'frr:4 ·9fl�J 

Group-B 
f.f'st<st - � 
Part - I 
�� -I 

( Social and Political Philosophy ) 
Answer Question Nos, 1, 6 and any two from the rest. 

�;re_�. �;re_���� �ff �����C<l�R����I 

Answer any two qtiestions in brief : 
a) What are the differences between Moral code and Religious code ?
b) Distinguish between class and caste.
c) What are the chief characteristics of Democracy ?
ct) Distinguish between law and custom.

C<l (.ffl' 'tff, 2tV'� ���� �� � 

<IS) � AA ��� m f<if� �� 9/lffi f<ls ? 

�) �'8<fe��9fl����I 

'51 > <;(%as� 2!<1R C<lfirm�fc.r � .f<i> ? 

'<J) '51� \$ 21� � 9/1�<:Sr � "<P.<Vif I 

1 X 10 = 10 

2 X 5 = 10 

2. What is Community? What are its bases? Discuss the difference between Association
and Community. 4 + 7 + 4

�� � ? � N:?N3�� � � ? ')'.f�'<J �<1'� � 9/l�T '5lllci!lt,.,:11 <P.� I
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3. What is Social group? Discuss its different kinds with examples.

4. 

�<15 c� � f<is C<ITT¥-, ? R� � �1�1t°i3i<rS c� �� '51lt<!11br<1 �,

What is culture ? Distinguish between culture and civilization.

")'[�-� � � � ? )j\-:,IGl-$1 � ")'[�� '9fl� cwre.m:r ?

3 + 12 

5 + 10 

5. What is Utopian Socialism ? Discuss in this context, the theories of Saint Simon and

6. 

1. 

Robert Owen. 5 + 10

Answer any one question 
a) 'Society is the web of social relationships.' Explain.
b) Distinguish. between direct and indirect democracy.
c) Discuss the nature of Scientific Socialism.

��.,�����: 

<15) "� � �<IS � tet'Gl-eilc'1 1" <m� W:<Ff I 

�) � \$ � �� � '9fl� � �I 

�.) 'ti:l�Fr� ��� �91 �a-flAt � I 

Part - II 

�'{, - 11 

( Philosophy of Religion) 

Answer Question Nos. 1, 6 and any two from the rest. 

�if��'� if� 2P5 �cl�� ��M �������I 

Answer any two questions 

a) Discuss how magic is related to religion.

b) Is religious consciousness a form of feeling?

c) Explain the concept of 'Mana'.

d) What is 'Taboo'?

<IS) 

�) 

'<T) 

l.111,M'fll � � � � 151lt'°llb.:il � I 

�� Fi> � 151i_�N5 � • ? 

·�� t.m:r9lffl" �� � I 

1 X 10 = 10 

2 X 5 = 10 
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2. Explain the Teleological Argument for the existence of God in the light of Paley's

3. 

analogy as mentioned by John Hick. 15

�,-i �� @fro�\5 9fH� �9NBr �c.;rr;� �� �� �9fN IS�·•tJ�et�<IS � <IT!� � 1

Explain Animism and Totemism as theories of the origin of religion. 

�7m" �e.91fu � mer� -e o,� '51ll¢11&�1 � 1

15

4. What is evil ? Is its existence compatible with the existence of Omnipotent and
Benevolent God? Discuss. 5 + 10

� f<ls ? �� � f<ls )l.{"1fu;� ��� � � '51fulc�� � �cf? '511l'416-11 � I

5 Critically discuss Positivism as an anti-theistic theory. 15

w.-�c�·n�. ��<h--C9f �� � '51ll¢11AI � I

6. Answer any one question

a) Explain ontological argument for the existence, of God.

b) Explain Agnosticism.

1 X 10 = 10 

c) 'Religion is nothing more than a biological necessity.' Explain Edward's view in
this regard.

(� C<fSf-T �� � t� Wf

�) ���������! 

~) '!i!C83~<11't '<Ill~ <Tl~ I 

~) "~~-~ ~~~~,,, ~ ~ ~l\5rn1~ ~<m~ ~, 


