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Candidates are required to give their answers ln their own words as Jar as practicable. 
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Answer Question No. l and any Jour of the rest.
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Answer any four of the following questions :

a) What do you mean by the Neolithic Revolu Uon ?

b) What is the significance of Mehrgarh excavation?

c) Write a brief note on the seals of the Harappan civilization.

d) Write a short note on the Sixteen Mahajanapadas.

e) Write a brief note on Kautilya's Arthasastra.
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t) Distinguish between Stupa and Vihara.

g) Distinguish between 'gahapattis' and 'setthis'.
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h) Assess the importance of the landgrants of the Gupta period.

2. Assess the importance of archaeological sources in reconstructing ancient Indian

history. 20 

3. Determine the extent of the Harappan civilization. How would you explain the decline

of this civilization ? 8 + 12

4. Discuss the eco�omic life of the Rig yedic period. What changes do you notice in the

later V_edic period ? 10 + IO · 

5. How was Magadha able to dominate the politics of Northern India among the Sixteen

Mahajanapadas in the sixth century B. C. ? 20
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6. How far is it correct to say that the structure of Mauryan administration was

centralised and uniform ? 20
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7. Give an overview of India's trade with the Roman Empire during the first three

centuries of the Christian era. 20

8. Discuss the nature of Saka-Satavahana struggle. 20 

9. What were the different policies adopted by Samudragupta to establish his supremacy

over his contemporaries ? 20

10. Critically assess the achievements of Harshavardhana. 20 
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1. 

The figures in the margin indicate full marks. 

Answer any four questions 

GROUP-A 
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a) How is 'Agrahara' central to the notion of Indian Feudalism ?

b) State the significance of the Arab conquest of Sind.

c) Why were 'Mandalam' and 'Valanadu' so important in Chola polity ?

d) Why did Razia fail?
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e) B1iefly introduce Abdur Razzak. Nicolo de Conti. Domingo Paes and NikiUn.

O \Vhat do you mean by Kharaj. Khams, Zakat and Jiziya? 

g) What were the principal Sufi Silsilas in India ?

h) \Vhal do you mean by 'Qabuliyat' and 'Patta' ?

GROUP· B 

Answer any Jo11r questions 4 X 20 = 80 

2. Was the economic and agrarian system of India between 650 A.O. to 1000 A.D.

feudal in character?
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vrn ?

3. Why did Alauddin Khaiji introduce 'Price control policy' ? What were the measures

taken by him to make it successful? 8 + 12 
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4. Discuss the reforms of Firoz Shah Tugh1aq. To what extent was he responsible for

the decline of the Delhi Sultanate ? 12 + 8
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5. Was the Delhi Sultanate a theocratic state?

6. Assess the cultural and economic conditions of the Vijaynagar empire.

7. Trace the evolution �f the 'Iqta' system during.the Sultanate-period.

8. Assess the contribution of the Hussain Shahi dynasty to social amd cultural life in

medieval Bengal.

9. What were the salient features of Sher Shah's administration? Was he a reformer or 

an innovator ? 

10. Assess the impact of Sufism on the life and society under the Delhi Sultanate.
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